INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

WELCOME TO INDEPENDENCE!
From pioneers to presidents, Independence has played a key role in shaping our nation.
As the hometown of President Harry Truman and the beginning of the Santa Fe, Oregon
and California trails, Independence offers 16 heritage attractions within a short distance
of the historic downtown square. Enjoy the recently renovated Truman Presidential
Museum & Library, the Truman Home, Victorian mansions, the National Frontier Trails
Museum, the 1859 Jail and Marshal's Home, plus a variety of religious sites including the
Mormon Visitors Center and Community of Christ World Headquarters. With wonderful
shopping, antiques, great restaurants, numerous hotels, motels and B & Bs, a variety of
outdoor activities including the Adventure Oasis Family Water Park, Independence truly
is "An American Original."

TRUMAN

CLINTONS SODA FOUNTAIN

100 W. Maple - 816-833-2046. The site of Harry Truman's first job, this is a privately
owned soda fountain and gift shop. Hours: 8:30 am-6 pm Mon-Fri, 10 am-6 pm Sat;
Closed Sun

HARRY S TRUMAN HOME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Visitors Center: 223 N. Main - 816-254-9929; Truman Home: 219 N. Delaware -
www.nps.gov/hstr. Home of President Harry S Truman from 1919 until 1972. Guided
tours, limited to 8 people, are available by purchasing tickets at the Visitor Center.Visitor
Center Hours: Daily 8:30am-5pm; Cost: $4 adults, ages 15 and under free. Home Tours: 9
am-4:45 pm (8 people every 15 minutes) No tours on Monday from Labor Day - Memorial
Day. Closed New Year's, Thanksgiving and Christmas Days.

HARRY S TRUMAN OFFICE & COURTROOM

112 W. Lexington - 816-252-7454 - www.jchs.org. Originally constructed in 1837, Harry
Truman began his political career here as a County Judge, overseeing a major expansion
in 1933. Tours are available, which include a 25-minute A/V show tracing Truman's life
before his presidency. Hours: 10 am-3:30 pm Tue-Fri; Cost: $2 adults, $1 students
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HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY & MUSEUM
500 W. 24 Hwy. - 816-268-8200 - www.trumanlibrary.org. Since its dedication in 1957,
the Truman Library has welcomed nearly 8 million visitors and attracts approximately
100,000 people annually. Hailed as America s "best presidential museum" (Dallas
Morning News), the Truman Library offers theaters, a Museum Store, and dozens of
interactive and hands-on exhibits designed for the entire family. Step into a replica of
President Truman s Oval Office, test your presidential mettle in Decision Theaters, and
experience some of the most dramatic moments in American history. The Harry S.
Truman Library and Museum is one of twelve presidential libraries administered by the
National Archives and Records Administration. Hours: 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat; Noon-5 pm
Sun, closed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day. Cost: $8 adults, $7 seniors, $3
ages 6-18; under 6 free.

TRUMAN DEPOT

1111 W. Pacific Ave. The final stop in Truman's 1948 Whistlestop Campaign. After leaving
the Presidency in January, 1953, he was welcomed home here by 8,500 admirers. Today,
the depot is an Amtrak stop and home to the Jackson County Genealogical Society
Research Library.

TRUMAN MEMORIAL BUILDING

416 W. Maple - 816-325-7843. In 1926, this facility was erected through the efforts of
Harry Truman and other civic leaders as a tribute to those who died in WWI. Renovated
and rededicated in 2002, it serves as a War Memorial and recreation center. Included are
Veterans Hall and Video Program, meeting and banquet space, plus an auditorium and
gymnasium. Hours: 9am-9pm Mon-Fri; 10am-5pm Sat; closed Sunday.

TRUMAN WALKING TRAIL

Beginning at the Truman Home Ticket Center, Main & Truman Rds., the 2.7 mile trail
includes 43 plaques imbedded in the sidewalks through the Truman District and
neighborhood. A brochure is available at key sites.

TRUMAN FARM
12301 Blue Ridge Blvd - Grandview, MO - 816-254-9929
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PIONEERS/ACTIVITIES
1859 JAIL & MARSHALS HOME MUSEUM
217 N. Main - 816-461-1897 - www.jchs.org. The dungeon-like cells of the 1859 Jail
housed thousands of prisoners during the bloodiest time in Jackson County's history.
Hear the stories of the famous to the infamous, including Frank James and William Clark
Quantrill. Experience pioneer justice in the 1859 Jail and Marshal's Home Museum. An
1870s schoolhouse completes the site. A "Historic Homes" combination ticket is available
with the Vaile Mansion and Bingham-Waggoner Estate for a reduced fee. Hours: 10 am-4
pm Mon-Sat, 1-4 pm Sun. Closed Nov, Jan-Mar.; Cost: $5 adults, $4.50 seniors, $2 ages 6-
16, under 6 free; Holiday tours: day after Thanksgiving-Dec 30.

1827 LOG COURTHOUSE

107 W. Kansas Ave. - 816-325-7431. For forty years, this was the last courthouse between
Independence and the Pacific Ocean. It also served as a Mormon mercantile store, and
Harry Truman held court here in the 1930s. Hours: 10am-2pm Mon-Fri. Cost: Free; After
2pm, by appointment.

BINGHAM-WAGGONER ESTATE

313 W. Pacific - 816-461-3491 - www.bwestate.org. Built in 1852 along the 1846
alignment of the Santa Fe Trail, this magnificent home was once owned by George C.
Bingham, famed Civil War artist. It was also home to the Waggoner family, founders of
Waggoner Gates Mill, from 1879-1976. Extensively renovated in the 1890s, it contains
many original furnishings and accessories. Gift shop located in Carriage House. A
"Historic Homes" combination ticket is available with the Vaile Mansion and the 1859 Jail
& Marshal's Home for a reduced fee. Hours: 10 am-4 pm Mon-Sat; 1-4 pm Sun. Closed
Nov, Jan-Mar. Cost: $5 adults; $4.50 seniors; $2 ages 6-16; under 6 free; Holiday tours: day
after Thanksgiving-Dec 30.

SWALES WALKING TRAIL AT BINGHAM-WAGGONER ESTATE

See certified wagon swales (ruts) by entering at the back of Bingham-Waggoner parking
lot. Across the foot bridge is a one-quarter mile trail with interpretive signs focusing on
the Santa Fe two-way international trade route.
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